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1-3. A regularly scheduled "hybrid" meeting, (both virtual and in-person at the Santa Rosa
Island Authority) was held on Wednesday August 12, 2020 , beginning at 5:00 p.m.
As this was a hybrid/Zoo m teleconference meeting, Ms. Brigette Brooks announced
a roll call for all members in attendance that are typically seated at the dais for SRIA
Meetings. Those present were: Chair - Ms. Brigette Brooks, Vice Chair - Dr. Thomas
Campanella, Secretary Treasurer - Mr. Jerry Watson (via Zoom), Acting Secretary
Treasurer- Ms. Liz Callahan (via Zoom), Board Member- Ms. Karen Sindel , Board
Member - Bubba Peters, Attorney - Mr. Mike Stebbins (via Zoom), Director of
Administration- Ms. Robbie Schrock (via Zoom), and Executive Director- Mr. Paolo
Ghio. Ms. Brigette Brooks explained the voting process , asking the Board Member
to state their name for the record , and the Visitors Forum process, emailing Mr. A .J.
Powell at aj_powell@sria-fla.com , with their name , telephone number, street
address. They will have three (3) minutes to speak. Anyone from the public that is
present in the Boardroom would also be given three (3) minutes to speak. Ms.
Brigette Brooks then led the Pledge of Allegiance , followed by a moment of
meditation.
4.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES (Regular Board Meeting- 7/8/2020)

Upon motion of Ms. Karen Sindel seconded by Mr. Jerry Watson, the Board
unanimously approved the minutes of the Regular Board Meeting (7/8/2020)
as presented. (6-0)
5.

CHANGES OR ADDITIONS TO AGENDA

6.

ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Upon motion of Ms. Karen Sindel seconded by Mr. Bubba Peters, the Board
unanimously approved the agenda as presented. (6-0)
7.

CHAIR'S COMMENTS
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Ms. Brigette Brooks thanked everyone for being here this even ing to do the business
of the SRIA, and said it's always a pleasure and privilege to be with all of you.
8.

COMMISIONER BENDER 'S COMMENTS
Commissioner Bender issued an invitation to a Town Hall he is hosting on Tuesday
August 25, 2020, in the bays at the Beach fire station . The meeting is limited to 50
people , but it wil l be live streamed online. The topics wi ll include a recap of the
summer on the Island , as we ll as updates on projects , including the construction of
the access road to The Grand Marlin and the fishing pier. There will be further
discussion at an open forum.
Ms. Brigette Brooks thanked Commissioner Bender and asked if attendance was
limited to the first 50 people.
Commissione r Bender said that was the plan, but any SRIA Board Members that
could attend would be accommodated.

9.

PENSACOLA BEACH VISITOR 'S INFORMATION CENTER
Ms. Patty Spradling (the new director of the Pensacola Beach Visitor 's Center and
the Chamber of Commerce) gave her report for the VIC. There were 492 Visitors
and 371 phone calls in July. Ms. Patty Spradling explained the 'Taste of the
Beach " had been cancelled this year , however it would be back, bigger and better
next year!
CONSENT AGENDA

10.

A.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

ARCHITECTURAL & ENVIRONMENTAL COMM ITTEE , DR. THOMAS CAMPANELLA,
CHAIR , MS. KAREN SINDEL AND MS . BRIGETTE BROOKS , MEMBERS
Item# 1 - Request for approval of the Resolution for the 2021 -2022 Florida Beach
Erosion Control Program. (Staff report by Paolo Ghio)

The Committee unanimously approved staff's recommendation.
Item # 2 - Request by Brian and Lynn Reece - Lot 13, Lafitte Cove 11, (1056 Ft. Pickens
Rd.) - to construct an 8' x 30' in-ground swimm ing pool with an encroachment of 25' into
the 30' rear yard setback . (Staff report by Paolo Ghio)

SANTA ROSA ISLAND AUTHORITY
PENSACOLA BEACH, FLORIDA
REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES
AUGUST 12, 2020
5:00 P.M.
The Committee unanimously approved staff's recommendation.
Item# 3 - Request by Nick and Heather Schutte - Lot 9, Block 5, Santa Rosa Villas, (9
Ensenada Quatro.) - to construct a 17' x 33' in-ground swimming pool with an
encroachment of 15' into the 30' rear yard setback (VOL) . (Staff report by Paolo Ghio)
The Committee unanimously approved staff's recommendation .
Item# 4 - Request by Allan Rose - Lot 4, Block 4, Santa Rosa Villas, (1743 Ensenada
Uno.) - to construct a 12' x 15' x 30' in-ground freeform swimming pool with an
encroachment of 22' into the 30' rear yard setback. (Staff report by Paolo Ghio)
The Committee unanimously approved staff's recommendation.
Item# 5 - Request by Mark A. and Michelle G. Hardy-Approval of a Pier Amendment to
Residential Lease Agreement for 1577 Bulevar Menor, (Lot 3A, Block 8, Santa Rosa
Villas). (Staff report by Paolo Ghio)
The Committee unanimously approved staff's recommendation.
Item # 6 - Request by Tyler S. and Stephen P. Moore - Approval and execution of an
Amendment to Single - Family Residential Lease Agreement Construction below the
Base Flood Elevation, for a new SFR construction project located at 310 Via de Luna (Lot
6, Block 10, Villa Primera) (Staff report by Paolo Ghio)
The Committee unanimously approved staff's recommendation.
B.

DEVELOPMENT & LEASING COMMITTEE , MS. LIZ CALLAHAN , CHAIR, DR.
THOMAS CAMPANELLA AND MR. JERRY WATSON , MEMBERS
Item# 1- Request by Michael J. and Debra T. Foley - 1215 Ariola Drive - to renew their
residential lease for an additional 99 year period. (Staff report by Robbie Schrock)
The Committee unanimously approved staff's recommendation.

C.

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE , MS. KAREN SINDEL, CHAIRMAN , MR. BUBBA
PETERS AND MS. BRIGETTE BROOKS , MEMBERS
Item # 1 - Report on Financial Statements and Expenditures. (Staff report by Vickie
Johnson)
The Committee unanimously approved staff's recommendation.
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Item # 2 - Discussion to increase the annual lease fees as per the Consumer Price
Index (CPI) Escalator Clause in certa in leases. (Staff report by Ms. Robbie Schrock)

The Committee unanimously approved to move this topic to the full Board
Meeting in October for further discussion.
Upon motion of Ms. Karen Sindel seconded by Mr. Jerry Watson, the Board
unanimously approved the Consent Agenda as presented. (6-0)

REGULAR AGENDA
11. REPORTS
A.

ATTORNEY 'S REPORT

Mr. Mike Stebbins stated the Board had his report and he would be happy to answer
any questions they had .
Ms. Brigette Brooks asked a question regarding the Nowell case, as it appears the
petitioner has substituted a new name into the case. Mr. Brigette Brooks asked if the
property had been transferred to a new leaseholde r.
Mr. Mike Stebbins confirmed the property had been transferred in June, and that the
SRIA and Escambia County were opposing further appeals, based upon that
transfer.
B. ENGINEER 'S REPORT
Mr. Jeff Huggins stated the Board had his report, and gave an update on the
nourishment project. Mr. Jeff Huggins stated he had worked with staff and the project
would be re-advertised in August , with a bid opening in September, and offered to
answer any questions.
Ms. Karen Sindel asked if 801 was going to extend the reach for the request for bid,
or ju st hope by re-adve rtising , that more responses would come in?
Mr. Jeff Huggins stated the reach would be exte nded and it would be an open bid.
C. DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DIRECTOR REPORT
Mr. Paolo Ghio stated the Board had his report and he would be happy to answer
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any questions.
Mr. Paolo Ghio then read a letter he had written, stating his intention to retire from
the SRIA on April 1, 2021 . (See attached)
Ms. Brigette Brooks thanked Mr. Paolo Ghio on behalf of the Board and others for
his time and service to the Island, it is very appreciated. Ms. Brigette Brooks said
that Mr. Paolo Ghio's commitment for doing what is best for the Island is unparalleled
and he will certainly be missed.
Ms. Karen Sindel said she is very excited for Mr. Paolo Ghio, and imagines him
going faster in his retirement. Ms. Karen Sindel pointed out that the retirement takes
place on April Fool's Day, which is also Mr. Paolo Ghio's birthday, and made the
offer to tear up the resignation letter, should Mr. Paolo Ghio decide to pull it before
then. Ms. Karen Sindel stated that Mr. Paolo Ghio's service has meant the world to
everyone in the community, not just the leaseholders.
Mr. Jerry Watson said it has been very enjoyable to serve on the Board with Mr.
Paolo Ghio as the Director, he brings a lot of integrity and availability to the Board,
and the SRIA wouldn't be where we are now without his leadership .
Mr. Jerry Watson and Ms. Brigette Brooks agreed with Ms. Karen Sindel's offer to
tear the resignation letter up, if Mr. Paolo Ghio changed his mind.
Mr. Bubba Peters thanked Mr. Paolo Ghio for his onboarding when Mr. Bubba Peters
joined the SRIA Board, and stated Mr. Paolo Ghio's reputation preceded him. Mr.
Bubba Peters made the following points about Mr. Paolo Ghio:
• always welcoming
• extremely informative
• cut things right down the middle, showing no favoritism
• told the good and the bad, so an informed decision could be made by the
Board
Mr. Bubba Peters said he is glad Mr. Paolo Ghio gets to go out on his own terms
and wishes him good luck in his future endeavors .
Dr. Campanella stated Mr. Paolo Ghio is too young to retire!
Ms. Brigette Brooks agrees , and pointed out that the retirement isn't until next year,
so the SRIA has the benefit of his service until that time .
12. VISITOR 'S FORUM
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Ms. Brigette Brooks asked Mr. AJ Powell if anyone had requested to speak.
There were none .
13. BOARD MEMBER'S FORUM
There were no comments from the SRIA Board.
Commissioner Bender thanked Mr. Paolo Ghio for his years of dedicated service to
the SRIA and leaseholders, and stated Mr. Paolo Ghio's dedication and willingness
to work with the BCC on the other side of the Bay has helped us all work together
as well as we have. Commissioner Bender stated Mr. Paolo Ghio will be missed by
all, not just the people on the Board, but people on the Island and in town.
Commissioner Bender reminded the Board that Mr. Paolo Ghio's remaining leave
needs to be bought out, and since Mr. Paolo Ghio was "wearing two (2) hats"
(Executive Director and Director of Development Services), the budget might need
to amended to compensate . The Commisioner asked the Board to get that to the
BCC.
Mr. Brigette Brooks thanked Commissioner Bender and stated not many people
could wear two (2) hats as well as Mr. Paolo Ghio has done.
Mr. Paolo Ghio thanked Ms. Brigette Brooks and said he couldn't have done it
without his staff, or without all the agencies that pulled together and met him in the
middle or sometimes beyond the middle to achieve what was necessary for the
leaseholders and the public at large. Mr. Paolo Ghio stated he couldn't have done it
with the support of this Board and his incredible staff. Mr. Paolo Ghio stated it's easy
to lead from the front when you have somebody behind you doing all the small stuff
that ends up making the big item possible, probable , and an accomplishment we can
all be proud of, and there are a lot of people he owes thanks to.
Ms. Brigette Brooks thanked Mr. Paolo Ghio .
14. ADJOURN
There being no further business to come before the Board, Chair Ms. Brigette
Brooks declared the Regular Board Meeting of the SRIA Board adjourned at
5:18 p.m.
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(Please note that the Santa Rosa Island Authority does not make verbatim transcripts of its meetings, although the meetings are tape
recorded. Any person desiring a verbatim transcript of a meeting of the Santa Rosa Island Authority will need to independently secure
such verbatim transcript.)

